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Purguonimus riedis { Diesing, 18300 (= PO kelliconti Ward, 1%05] i known
[rvonn several Latin American countries. The species has been reported in the
cammon opossim, Didelphis marsupielis 1., and the skonk, Mephitis macron
Lichtenstein, from Guatemala [ Caballero, 19465, Infeclions have also becn
reported in the fox, Urocyon cincreogrgenfens costarvicensis Goodwin, and in the
tour-eved opossumn, Philonder opogsem 1L from Costa Rica (Caballero, 1556,
Caballero & Maontero, 19617, Metacercariae of Paragonimps in the freshwater
crab, Psendothelphusa (risteni Rathbun, 1596, have also been reported trom
Costa Rica (Sogandares-Bernal & Smalley, 19657, Yokogawa ot al, [ 1960
reviewed reports of Pargoninius from several South Amercan countrics, includ-
ing Venewoeln, bt this parasite appareotly his not been reported  previously
from the Republic of Pamuon,

Parggonimus rudis infections have been turning up at this laboratory i
Tangmanian manmals since early in 1964 Titcen infected mammals hove been
seen andd omore than 30 adult trematodes were recovered, Additionally, three
melaeercariac of Pavggonimos were found in the gills of o freshwater craly identi-
fied as Psewdothelphusa vichmondi Rathbun, 1853, which is the species listed
b Boone {19290 from nearby Panamanian strewms, AllL 30 of the animals
exiamined were from the town of Achiote, Colon Provinee, Panama, along the
Avriero river. The Arriero is one tributary of o strewm that flows north te the
Caribbean coast,
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Fhieledphiiy marsapiadie L. Ccommon opossan ) 17 2 27
Phitaveler spozssiom T {our-eved oposson ) 1% A 1%
Frocyon cancricores Cinvier Corabeenting racaan ) 3 {} (
Newwna narica L. [ooads ) 1 I 3
Crlictis allamandi Bell (grison) 1 i (
Tawra barhara Coldman (tavea 1 i 0
Felis onea L, {jaguar) 2 2 1-11
Felis vagonaroundi Geallvey [ jaguaromdid 1 1 il
Frediv concodor L. {ponnad | [H {l
Felis carus 1, [ honse cat ] 1 1 41
Conis fameiliaris L, [ domestic dog ] 3 I e in Teces
Purenecothelphusa cichmondi Bathban {{resliweater coab) 4 1 a
Totals = Bl L6 S04
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Tuble I lists the animals examined and the results obtained. The coati appar-
ently represents a new host recovd for the lung Huke, The Philender opossem,
however, is belicved to be the most important definitive host in the area sinee
some 33% (5 of 157 woere infected, The four-eved opossum is more common
in the endemic region than the coati, and is only slightle less alindant than
Didelphis marsupialis, Surprisingly, an adolt female and Lwo voung of the crab-
euting racoon were all negative for Paragonimus.

The findings indicate a high level of endemicity for Poordis in 2 coastal
stream of Panama. Although no human case of paragonimiasis has vet been
found in this country, a potential for human infection seemingly exists, Fresh-
water erabs and cravlish occur in Panamanian streams, and ]mﬂ] are regularly
consimed by native residents, Lung Huke infections do oceur in domestic animals
in Panama as shown by an infection in o house cat which had been owned and
eired for by a resident of Achiote, Feeal flotations from @ domestic hanting dog
fronm the same area also revealed Paraponimos eges on several oceasions,
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